
City of  Tecumseh’s Brookside Cemetery  

Memorial and Commemorative Tree Program  

in Partnership with Re-Tree Tecumseh 
 
Introduction 
Re-Tree Tecumseh, in partnership with the City of  Tecumseh’s Brookside Cemetery, has initiated a memorial tree program 
to allow individuals to create lasting tributes for family and friends while revitalizing and beautifying this iconic property. 
Brookside Cemetery was established in 1853 and is listed on the National Register of  Historic Places. It is not only the 
resting place for thousands of  citizens, but also functions as a highly trafficked walking park. 
      Brookside was well planned and beautifully landscaped and maintained over the years, and has seen multiple additions 
and expansions over its 170-year history. However, age and weather have taken a toll on Brookside’s trees, the oldest of  
which were present when the cemetery was established. Many of  these have had to be removed over the past several 
years, and eight new sections, added in 2019, lack trees altogether. 
      The program will allow memorial trees to be planted and marked with dedication plaques to honor family, friends, 
and even pets. These trees will live for decades to come, providing shade and environmental benefits, revitalizing the 
landscape, and preserving the look and feel of  historic Brookside Cemetery.   
        
Intent 
The Memorial Tree Program is designed to add new trees to the grounds at Brookside Cemetery while allowing individuals 
to create lasting memorials for loved ones, regardless of  whether they’re buried at Brookside. Each memorial will consist 
of  a young tree and a commemorative plaque (if  desired).  
      This program is offered in partnership with Re-Tree Tecumseh, a non-profit grassroots organization whose mission 
is to plant trees on public property in the city.  
      Donors may also contribute any amount to Re-Tree Tecumseh’s Brookside Tree Fund without sponsoring the cost 
of  an entire tree. 
 
Cost 
The cost of  the commemorative trees will be determined by including all materials, hardware, installation, and the price 
of  a memorial plaque if  desired. The cost of  the trees shall be listed on the application and may increase over time.  
 
      Cost for 2023:  $350 including memorial plaque  

$275 without plaque 
                                                                               
Tree Species 
Applicants may choose from a list of  approved species that are available at the time of  application. All species will be 
“street trees” that are larger and have longer lifespans. To ensure proper care, a maximum of  25 trees will be planted 
each season. 
      Young trees will be approximately six to seven feet tall at planting, with a trunk diameter of  1.5” to 2.” They will be 
chosen based on species diversity, suitability for the planting site, and availability. Re-Tree Tecumseh will solicit quotes 
from licensed nurseries to supply trees based on the approved tree specifications. 
       See page 3 for a list of  tree species available for the 2023 planting season.   
         
Commemorative Plaque  
Each tree will include a commemorative plaque, if  desired. Markers will consist of  a 6” x 12” black granite slab with 
custom engraving, mounted on concrete at the base of  the tree. 
      The cemetery cannot guarantee against damage of  the plaque due to vandalism, theft, or normal wear and tear.  
However, management will make a conscious effort during regular maintenance activities to maintain the integrity and 
good condition of  the commemorative plaques.   
      A sample plaque may be viewed at the cemetery office. 
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Locations for Memorial Trees  
The locations for the commemorative trees within Brookside Cemetery must be approved by the cemetery superintend-
ent. Donors can request placement of  their tree in a specific section and the cemetery superintendent will work with the 
applicant to determine the exact location within that section. A map of  cemetery sections will be provided with the  
Memorial Tree Program application. When donors have no preference of  location, trees will be placed at the cemetery 
superintendent’s discretion based on the requirements of  the tree and its suitability for the planting site. See page 6 for 

a map of  cemetery sections.   
 
Application 
The Cemetery Department and Re-Tree Tecumseh will prepare and regularly update the application form for the  
Memorial Tree Program. The application shall include at a minimum the applicant’s name and contact information, a 
template for the permitted wording on the commemorative plaque, a description of  the approved trees, current costs to 
include installation by the City, Re-Tree Tecumseh, or its selected vendor, a risk statement and limits of  warranty, and a 
signature line.  
 
Maintenance 

All memorial donations become the property of  Re-Tree Tecumseh. 
•     Once installed, the Cemetery Department will maintain the new trees. 
•     New trees must be watered a minimum of  once per week during the growing season. 
•     Weekly watering must continue for a minimum of  two growing seasons. 
•     Once planted, the tree will be maintained like all other trees at City facilities. If  the tree expires within two years, 

Re-Tree Tecumseh will replace the tree. Following the two-year warranty period, Re-Tree Tecumseh will not be 
responsible for replacement of  dead, diseased, or damaged trees. 

•     Decoration of  the memorial is limited to the commemorative plaque. Any items placed on or near the memo-
rial will be removed as part of  the normal maintenance of  the cemetery. Flowers, vegetation, crosses, pictures, 
and other adornments are strictly prohibited on or near the memorial site per cemetery guidelines. 

 
Installation Time Frame 

Applications for the Memorial Tree Program will be accepted year-round; however, due to seasonal weather limitations, 
trees will be planted twice a year, in spring and fall, by Re-Tree Tecumseh volunteers. 
      The application paperwork and payment of  all fees must be submitted prior to the deadline in order for the instal-
lation to occur in the following planting season. 
      When applications and/or payments are received after the deadlines, installation will occur at the next scheduled 
planting.  

• Deadline for spring planting:  March 15 

• Deadline for fall planting:  August 15   
      In NO case shall the applicant or someone other than Re-Tree Tecumseh, the City of  Tecumseh, or their  
approved vendor(s) be allowed to install a commemorative tree. 
 

For questions, 

contact Cheri Hinkleman,  

Re-Tree Tecumseh president 

517-423-5906 

chinkleman@comcast.net 

 

Learn more about Re-Tree Tecumseh or donate online at 

www.retreetecumseh.org
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Brookside Cemetery Memorial Tree Program 
Available Trees – 2023
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Brookside Cemetery Section Map 



City of  Tecumseh’s Brookside Cemetery  

Memorial and Commemorative Tree Program  

in Partnership with Re-Tree Tecumseh 

2023 APPLICATION 

Applicant’s Name:  
 
Mailing Address:  
 
Phone #:        E-mail Address:   
 
Commemorative Tree          with plaque  without plaque 

 
 

INSCRIPTION ON PLAQUE 

 
The Commemorative Plaque includes three areas  
that can be personalized as follows:  
 
AREA 1:   
n  In honor of    
n  In memory of 
n  In loving memory of   
n  In celebration of  the life of 
n  Other (up to 30 characters, including spaces):      
 
 

n  blank 
 
AREA 2: 
May contain up to five lines of  text consisting of  up to 
25 characters (including spaces) each. Font size will be  
adjusted as needed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AREA 3: 
May contain up to two lines of  text consisting of  up to 50 characters (including spaces) each.

AREA 3

AREA 1

AREA 2

In loving memory of 

Shirley Mae Hinkleman 
1930 – 1992 

& 

Kenneth Keith Hinkleman 
1927 – 2008

Rooted in love, always in our hearts 
Donated by the Hinkleman family

Applicant will receive a proof  copy of  the inscription for approval, by email, before the marker is created.  
The City of  Tecumseh reserves the right to reject any inscriptions deemed inappropriate.



TREE SPECIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFERRED LOCATION 

 

 
Preferred section number (see map, page 6)  

 

FEE WORKSHEET  

payment to be made by check only 
 
Cost of  Tree  
 
Cost of  Plaque  
     (if  desired)  

TOTAL 
 

Total cost is due in full at time of  application.  

Please make checks payable to Re-Tree Tecumseh.  

 

Donors may also contribute any amount to the Brookside Re-Tree Fund without sponsoring an entire tree. 
 

 
The City of  Tecumseh distinctly disclaims all responsibility for loss or damage from causes beyond its reasonable control, and espe-
cially from damage caused by the elements, an act of  God, thieves, vandals, strikers, malicious mischief  makers, explosions, unavoid-
able accidents, whether the damage be direct or collateral, other than as herein provided. If  a tree is damaged or destroyed, the 
donor has the option to purchase a one. Re-Tree Tecumseh reserves the right to determine if  the tree is damaged beyond sustainability 
and/or has deteriorated to a poor condition and must be removed. 
 
I have read and understand the above disclaimer and release the City from any and all responsibility for repair or re-

placement of  the commemorative tree. 
 
Applicant’s Signature: Date: 
  

 

SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION TO: 

Tracey Roberts, Superintendent 

Brookside Cemetery 

501 N. Union St. 

Tecumseh, Michigan 49286 

2023 Species (choose only one):   
n  ‘Celebration’ maple 
n  ‘Brandywine’ maple 
n  ‘Green Mountain’ maple 
n  ‘Emerald Avenue’ hornbeam 
n  Hackberry 
n  Katsura 
n  ‘Magyar’ gingko 
n  Coffee tree

 
n  Tulip tree 
n  ‘Amber Glow’ dawn redwood  
n  ‘Majestic’ black gum 
n  ‘Autumn Treasure’ hophornbeam 
n  ‘His Majesty’ cork tree 
n  ‘Morton Circle’ planetree 
n  ‘Green Vase’ zelkova

No species preference:  n  

No location preference:  n  



For Re-Tree Tecumseh Use Only 

 

Applicant’s name: 
 
Dedicant’s name(s): 
 
Date purchased: Tree species: 
 
Marker layout approved by applicant on date: 
 
Marker ordered date: Marker received date: 
 
Tree installed date: Marker installed date: 
 
Proof  of  planting sent to applicant on date:                 By email By postal service 
 
Comments: 
 
 

For Cemetery Department Use Only 
 
 
The application meets the intent and requirements of  the commemorative tree program.        Yes             No 
 
The required fees have been PAID IN FULL for the installation of  the commemorative tree.           Yes              No 
 
The handwriting in the INSCRIPTION section is clear and legible.            Yes              No 
 
I have reviewed the proposed location and approve with comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:  Date:  
 
Printed name: Title:  
 
Forwarded to Re-Tree Tecumseh on date:  
 


